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FINDING A BOOK IN THE LIBRARY’S CATALOG 

Catalog USMAI is the University System of Maryland's library catalog. Use it to identify books, videotapes, 
magazines and other materials owned any USM library, including Langsdale and the UB Law Library. For 
more information about borrowing from other libraries, see 
http://langsdale.ubalt.edu/info_services/circ_privileges.htm

 

 
You may choose to search on University of 
Baltimore (better for topic search) or entire 
University System of Maryland (better when 
you have a specific title or author). 

SEARCHING THE CATALOG: 
 

 

Use basic search to search by keyword, title, 
author or subject. 

Tips for basic searches: 

• Use AND in your search to retrieve books that contain BOTH keywords. Example: typing "business and 
international" will find books that include both business and international.  

• Use OR in your search to find books with either of two similar terms. Example: death penalty or capital 
punishment will find books that include either phrase, but not necessarily both. 

• Skip initial articles a, an, the, or their foreign equivalents.  
• You may use either lower- or upper-case letters. 
• Use the * character to find matches that contain portions of words. For example, gun* will retrieve gun, 

guns, gunners, gunnery, gunning, etc. 
 

http://langsdale.ubalt.edu/info_services/circ_privileges.htm
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ADVANCED SEARCH: 
 

 

Advanced Search allows you to search multiple 
fields such as title, author, and keyword. 

SEARCHING JOURNALS: 
 

 

FINDING MATERIALS IN LANGSDALE LIBRARY:  
 

 

You may also limit your catalog 
search to just journals. This does 
not locate individual articles 
but shows which journals and 
issues of journals the library has. 
 
A more complete listing of the 
journals Langsdale has in print 
and online can be found at: 
http://lit.ubalt.edu/db/
 

You may also limit to a particular 
format (like video, sound recording) or 
a specific date range (2000-2005). 

From the list of titles you find, click the 
title for more information 

http://lit.ubalt.edu/db/
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Write down the call number so that you 
can find the book on the shelf.  The 
word(s) immediately before the call 
number indicates the collection where the 
book is located; in this example, “Stacks” 
is the general stacks on the third and 
fourth floor.   
 
Books with call numbers beginning with A 
– G are on the 4th floor and books with 
call numbers H – Z are on the 3rd floor. 
 

To make sure the book is not checked out, 
click on the “Availability” link. 

REQUESTING MATERIALS FROM OTHER CAMPUSES: 

 

This is will show which libraries own the item.  If 
UB does not own the book or the UB copy is 
checked out and you want to request the book 

from another library, click on the    
button to have the book sent to UB. 

 

You’ll be prompted to enter your library ID/barcode 

and your last name.  Click on the  button. 
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Select UB (or the campus of your choice) as a pickup 
location.  This is where the book will be sent for you to 
pick up and return. 
 

Then click on  .  You should get a display that 
says:

 

For more information, contact the Reference Desk at 410-837-4274, langref@ubalt.edu, or chat at 
http://langsdale.ubalt.edu/info_services/contact.htm                                     
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