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Summer in the Archives

How did you spend your summer vacation? Did you go any place special, like our  
summer interns?

Siobhan Hagan, a graduate student in New York University’s Moving Image 
Archiving and Preservation program, was able to spend 10 weeks in Baltimore 
through a Laura Bush Twenty-First Century Librarian Internship from the Institute 
for Museum & Library Services.  

The goal of the internship is to increase the number of moving image archivists 
through providing intensive work experience for graduate students in this field.  At 
UB, Hagan used her skills to inventory and evaluate the WJZ-TV Collection which 
we received last summer.  In addition, she helped with the preparation of grant 
proposals for the WMAR-TV News Collection.  

Siobhan holds a B.A. in Film Production from Loyola Marymount University’s 
School of Film & Television and expects to 
receive her M.A. from NYU’s Moving Image 
Archiving Preservation next spring.  A native of Frederick County, she has vol-
unteered with the Frederick County Historical Society and worked as an intern 
at the Maryland Historical Society.  Other internships have taken her to the New 
York Transit Museum and the National Archives’ Motion Picture, Sound and 
Video Recordings unit.  

Matt Wellins, a member of the Maryland Campus Compact  AmeriCorps pro-
gram, completed his year of service on loan to UB from the Maryland Institute 
College of Art Community Art Project.  At UB, Wellins used his skills in sound 
technology to digitize and transcribe aging cassette tapes from the Baltimore 
Neighborhood Heritage Project and the Baltimore Voices Company.  

These oral histories were the result of interviews conducted in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s as part of the “new social history” to document the history of ordinary people and uncover informa-
tion about their lives and communities.  Wellins digitized those tapes that had 
not been transcribed, and which therefore were, unavailable to researchers. 
His work this summer will make the voices of a past generation of Baltimor-
eans available to future generations. 

Steven Gentry, a senior at Oakland Mills High School in Howard County, 
spend the summer exploring a career in archives and public history.  He 
worked this summer on arranging and listing files of The Sun’s Annapolis 
Bureau.  This collection came to UB by way of John T. Willis, executive in 
residence at UB’s School of Public Affairs, after the bureau moved out of the 
Maryland State House to make way for renovations.  The files contain infor-
mation on Maryland government and politics gathered by Sun reporters in 
the late 1990s.  Steve is also the son of Laura Wilson-Gentry, in the School 
of Public Affairs.

Student and Faculty Survey

In February, Langsdale Library conducted a survey to garner feedback on our resources and services.  We were 
pleased to see that faculty and students were happy with many of our services, including access to resources from 
home, interlibrary loan, and library instruction.  We were also thrilled to hear your constructive feedback, as we now 
see how we can better serve our patrons.

One of the biggest takeaways from our is the fact that we need to better promote our offerings, as many respondents 
requested resources and services that we’re pleased to say we already provide.  Following is a brief list of services you 
might not realize are already available:

        •  All members of the UB community can access library resources--including journal, newspaper, and 
	 magazine articles--from home.
        •  Faculty can request to purchase books by using an online form.
        •  Librarians can provide step-by-step guidance when searching for resources.
        •  UB patrons can request materials from other libraries for free.
        •  Students can watch streaming library-owned videos at home.        
        •  The library offers feature-film DVDs.The library is adding a popular reading collection this fall. 

As always, we encourage you to ask if you have any other questions about our offerings. We just might already have 
what you’re looking for.

As a result of this survey, we  learned what resources and services we may want to add or enhance to better serve our 
students.  We listened to your feedback and implemented clearer guidelines for our quiet and collaborative study areas.  
We are also using the results of the survey to consider how to complete our planned basement renovation. The survey 
showed where gaps exist in our current services, and we will continue to address student and faculty feedback.
If you completed the survey, we thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with us.   Langsdale will 
continue to conduct formal and informal assessments so we can best meet your academic and extracurricular needs.

New Databases at Langsdale Library (continued from page 2)

        •   OAIster is a collection of digital scholarly resources from the deep Web (sites the search engines miss). The     	
	 content includes text, video, images and more from institutions around the world.

       •   Public Affairs Index is a new database that covers contemporary national and global public policy 
	 issues.

In order to make room for the new databases, a few old ones have been discontinued:
       •  AccessScience is no longer available. For information about science and technology, you can still use 
           Academic Search Premier, Science Resource Center and Medline. For information about “green” tech, you can 	
           also use Environment Complete and GreenFile.
       •  Credo Reference has also been dropped. Some of the included titles are available in the print reference 
           collection; for other possible online reference sources, take a look at Biography Resource Center, Encyclopedia 
           Britannica Online and Oxford English Dictionary.
       •   Public Affairs Information Service-has been replaced with Public Affairs Index, which covers the same general     	
	 range of information.

Need help navigating all these new resources? The Langsdale librarians are here to help. If you have questions about 
these databases or any other library resources, please contact the reference desk.


